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Non-possession is the extension of the meaning of stealing
to the possession of things we do not need in the immediate
present. Absolute non-possession, which is the corollary of abso-
lute love, would mean total renunciation. This would demand
that man should have no house, no clothing and no stock of food
for the morrow, depending on God for his daily bread. The body
too is a possession and man should learn to use it for the purpose
of service so long as it exists, so much so that service, and not
bread, becomes the staff of life.40 So long as the body lasts it
calls for possessions some of which are unavoidable. As a
satyagrahi takes to non-violent vows his attachment to the body
will diminish and he will be able to reduce his wants and
possessions.41 As applied to thought non-possession implies that
the so-called knowledge which turns us away from the values
of inner life and from the service of mankind, is ignorance pure
and simple and should be eschewed.42 Non-possession thus
means non-dependence on material things. It implies total abo-
lition of private property in all kinds of belongings, a view more
radical than that of extreme communists.

Absolute non-possession is an abstraction and is unattain-
able in its fulness. In the words of Gandhiji, "To possess no-
thing is, at first, not like taking your clothes off your body but
like taking your flesh off your bones."43 "But if we strive for it,
we shall be able to go further in realizing a scale of equality on
earth than by any other method."44

Gandhiji admits that a certain degree of comfort, physical
and cultural, is essential for the satyagrahi's moral and spiri-
tual advancement. But the satisfaction of these needs must not
go beyond a certain level, otherwise it will degenerate into
physical and intellectual voluptuousness and hinder the satya-
grahi in his service of humanity.45 The aim of the satyagrahi
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As R. D- Gillespie points out among cultures in which acquisitiveness
is accentuated it is linked to the needs for power and security. Gillespie